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FRAMEWORK OF THE CONFERENCE
Entire Europe has been facing great social, economic, political and cultural changes in the last few decades. Twenty years ago our continent 
was still divided by an iron curtain in a Western and Eastern Block and it was not commonly expected that this situation would ever change. 
Moreover, 20 years ago there still existed a country in the Balkans called Yugoslavia - and the war in the region was not expected either. But it 
happened. Communism collapsed and Yugoslavia was dissolved.

From November 4th-9th, 63 participants from 29 countries stayed in a former refugee centre in Serbia, now a recreational venue run by refugees 
who used to live there themselves. The issues discussed were broad – spanning from the current political situation in Serbia, over UNITED 
campaigns to racism, fundamentalism and refugee issues in Europe. The working methods were plenary sessions, thematic working groups, 
practical workshops and sharing of  good practices. Of  course there was also time for social activities in a very international atmosphere with 
snacks and music from the participants’ countries, as well as political cafés and contributions of  the participants to the open forum.

SERbiA iN FOCuS
Some of  the sessions of  the conference focused on the host country, zooming in on its difficult past and the problems it has dealing with it. 
Speakers from local NGOs presented current issues like the denial of  historical facts, nationalism and homophobia.

   pOST-COMMuNiSM ANd pOST-WAR SERbiA

Speakers from one of  the local host organisations, ‘Ethnicity Research Centre’, and ‘Ars Balcanica’ presented post-communism and post-war 
Serbia to the participants of  the conference. These terms are not common in Serbia. In fact, it has not yet officially been recognised that Serbia 
was involved in the 1990s war at all, so we can often hear this topic being ignored. This ignoring of  evidences manifests itself  in different ways. 
There are small signs like the fact that the tourist guide to Belgrade completely omits to mention the war period and the break-up of  Yugoslavia 
in its historical overview. But there are also bigger ones like when the state refuses to pay for former soldiers’ psychological treatments. 
Apparently the majority of  the population in Serbia is still refusing to face the involvement of  the country in the war, because they think that 
would automatically mean taking personal responsibility for genocide and other crimes against humanity during the 1990s war. Few are ready 
to ask themselves where they were in the 1990s and what they were doing while crimes were being committed in their names – the people had 
been told that war in other ex-Yugoslav republics would prevent war in Serbia. Because of  the state denial, young people are not being taught 
about the past facts, revision of  history is tolerated in schools and young people learn a denial attitude as well.
The country is still in a state of  transition both economically and politically. This transition started ten years later than in other former communist 
countries because of  the Milošević regime. Unemployment is very high, the economy still in development, the country lags behind in terms of  
development and internationally it has lost its credibility.
Serbia has been a democracy for eight years now and although some had expected that everything would go back to how it was before 
Milošević, this has not happened. Milošević’ party is currently even in the government in coalition with the Democratic Party and the man who 
used to be Milošević’ right arm is now the Minister of  Internal Affairs. This has led to distrust among civil society activists, who feel ridiculed 
having to ask him for protection from radical nationalists.
The first priority of  governing parties is to stay in the government, so they keep focus on Kosovo to address the people’s attention on something 
else instead of  the economy. People worry more about their national borders and identity than about the economy. Kosovo is very important in 
literature and poetry as well, it is one of  the first things children learn in schools.
Most young Serbs have never travelled outside their country, and those who have, often meet stereotypes accusing them of having nationalist tendencies. 
This makes them defensive and slows down their process of accepting the past. This is still an inevitable step on the way to a future in an integrated EU – it 
is impossible to just forget about the war and march to the EU. “First I want a clean basement and then I’ll build my European house,” said one activist.

HOMOpHObiA

One of  the hosting organisations was the ‘Queeria Center for Promoting the Culture of  Non-Violence and Equality’, founded in 2001. Its 
principles are not limited to the rights of  sexual minorities; it also shows solidarity and action in combating other phobias, hate and nationalism. 
The first (and so far the only) Belgrade Pride Parade that took place in 2001 ended in considerable violence towards the participants, so 
‘Queeria’ activists try to be visible in other ways. The center’s activities involve publishing, cooperation with the media, using the web, lobbying 
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and field work in the form of  commemorations, street actions and so on.
An activist from ‘Queeria’ presented the problems with homophobia in Serbia. There is institutionalised discrimination against homosexual 
people: for example, they can not donate blood nor is it possible for gay women to have in vitro fertilisation. Homosexuality was illegal in Serbia 
until 1994, but the situation for homosexuals was much better before the war in ex-Yugoslavia than now. “The war set gay rights a hundred 
years back”, the speaker said and pointed out that the rise in homophobia has to do with the general creating of  enemies, which is what the 
Milošević regime was expert in. Right-wing extremists accuse the gay population of  endangering the Serbian nation because they threaten the 
birth rate. The Orthodox Church is also very active in attacking the homosexual community. In fact, the leader of  the violent attacks at the Gay 
Pride Parade in 2001 was a priest, and then came the hooligans.
A recent survey conducted by the ‘Gay Straight Alliance’ showed that 70 % of  the population in Serbia think that homosexuality is a disease, 
50 % think that it is dangerous for the society and 51 % think that the government should work on preventing homosexuality. This general hostile 
attitude toward the gay community also means that it is hard for ‘Queeria’ to find supporters among public figures, although it is slowly getting 
easier. There are also companies who refuse to rent billboards for their campaigns.
When asked about the cooperation with similar NGOs in the region, the speaker said that gay rights organisations support each other’s 
activities by attending them when possible, for example the Sarajevo Queer Festival. They have also developed personal friendships, but there 
are not any formal joint projects – yet.

RAdiCAliSM ANd FuNdAMENTAliSM
The topic of religion, fundamentalism and radicalism was addressed for several reasons. Firstly, because religion maintains its significance in Europe 
and secondly, because the conference was set in the Balkans where these issues have played an important role in the war of the 1990s – and still do.

REligiON ANd FuNdAMENTAliSM

After the Second World War, Communism in Yugoslavia tried to reduce the importance of  religion and there were an increasing number of  
atheists. After President Tito’s death however, there was a revival of  religion and a rise in fundamentalism. Different groups started focusing on 
old myths about their supremacy; myths about how the Serbs were God’s chosen people or myths about Croat saints. Pope John Paul II actually 
canonised a Croat who had serious allegations against him for his actions in the Second World War. A few years ago a video of  an Orthodox priest 
from Serbia blessing a group of  soldiers who went on to participate in genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina circulated the world’s media. Religion 
was used as a ground for conflict because it was perceived as a synonym for nation. Thus, Catholics were proclaimed Croats, Orthodox Serbs 
and Muslims Bosnian. This confusion is made even bigger by the fact that ‘Muslim’ was recognised as a nation in the Yugoslav era alongside 
with ‘Serb’, ‘Croat’ etc. while ‘Bosnian’ was not. This mix up meant that nations’ interests were presented as religions’ interests and vice versa.
The Orthodox Church in Serbia is very conservative and has not yet distanced itself  from the aforementioned priest (actually, there is no reaction 
to this issue at all). It has not reacted in regards to a priest who violently attacked participants in the Belgrade Gay Parade of  2001 either. The 
Church has political influence which it is not afraid to use. It also plays a big role in Kosovo, where it owns a lot of  land which it will not sell.
In Slovenia the Catholic Church is all-dominant. Slovenia is a secular state so the influence is indirect, but vast: the Church is very present 
in public life, runs most private kindergartens and schools, owns big shares in companies and is the biggest land owner in the country. The 
Church is moralising and labelling those who do not follow its rites and also using very hostile language about people of  other religions. ‘Real’ 
Slovenians are considered only those who are Roman Catholic. Now there is a new government in Slovenia and things are beginning to look 
better – the Mayor of  Ljubljana is even talking about allowing Slovenia’s first mosque to be built in his city. 
The participants were very interested in hearing more about the Church’s role in Serbia and Kosovo and the relation between the social situation 
in the country and the revival of  religion. They also contributed with facts about religion in their own countries, comparing challenges and solutions.

dividEd gOd

 ‘Divided God’ is a project between young people from Ljubljana, Istanbul, Novi Sad, Mostar and Berlin. It tries to ease tensions between 
religions by focusing on dialogue between the divided in different regions of  Europe, by addressing young people and using video to express 
different points of  view. The main question of  the project is: Do religions contribute to tolerance and respect and provide solutions in concrete 
conflicts or do they to some extent actually generate these problems? For a year and a half, the project has travelled between the cities involved 
in form of  youth exchanges, symposiums, web communication, video workshops etc. 
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The project was motivated by the fact that religious plurality in Europe is a challenge because religions serve as a main reason for waging war 
on the one hand, but are also a source of  serious efforts toward peace building on the other. During the project itwas noted is that tensions 
between the monotheistic religions are to be found all over Europe – in fact these tensions are dividing people. One example is a divided school 
in Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and it is very concerning to see how children and young people accept being divided because they can not 
remember the time before the war. 
The project resulted in different publications and more than 40 short documentaries made by the young people. They can be seen on www.
pozitiv.si/dividedgod. It has been invited to be presented at the University of  Columbia. The project began in the beginning of  2007 and ended 
in the summer of  2008, but there is a lot of  motivation to continue and they are working on it.

ROlE OF THE CHuRCH iN WARS

The participants took part in a political café discussing the role of  the Church and religion in wars. The question was, as in the project ‘Divided 
God’, whether religions contribute to tolerance or to conflict? The discussion was about organised religions and not about faiths.
Politically the Church has (very) conservative positions, which gives it a bad role in wars because it stimulates nationalism. When the Church 
becomes political or mixes politics with religion then problems arise – and this happens easily because the Church seeks to have a monopoly 
for the souls. Because the Church has great influence, its responsibility is also equally big. In some parts of  the world it has a very positive role, 
for example in Latin America, where it mobilises people against social injustice. But there are also points to criticise: the Church is one of  the 
largest land owners in many countries, so it is easy to question the Church’s preaching about how everyone should have enough food if  it does 
not act accordingly. It seems that the old proverb “power corrupts” is also true for religious institutions.
Islamic leaders have also been known to play an important role in legitimising questionable governments. Donations from Islamic countries or 
organisations are sometimes restricted to be used for building mosques; there are some examples of  this in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where one 
can see mosques built in a completely different style than is Bosnian tradition. There are even some mosques where they speak Arabic which 
is offensive to the Bosnian population. 
Inter-religious dialogue is positive and can prevent terrible developments in the society, as was the case when different religious leaders stood 
together after the London bombing and said that they were united against the terrorists. Many believe that that was the most important reason 
why there were not huge riots and conflicts in the UK following the bombing attack.
The political café ended with a short discussion about Tariq Ramadan and his efforts to create a ‘Euroislam’ first and foremost for migrants 
in France. It was pointed out that a European Islam already exists and has existed for a very long time, for instance in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
But as this project is aimed at the Muslim minority in France who has a non-European background, especially young people, it was different 
than the ‘Euroislam’ that already exists. Young Muslims in France with a migrant background are not recognised as French by the French nor 
as Algerian, Tunisian, Moroccan etc. by their grandparents; so Islam is all they have to build their identity around. It is their specific needs that 
Ramadan is trying to find a solution to.

THE dEAd ENd OF diAlOguE! RAdiCAliSM ANd TOOlS OF pROpAgANdA

The thematic group pointed out that far-right parties were adapting agenda that is traditionally left-wing, for example environmental issues, 
anti-capitalism, anti-neoliberalism etc. Using this strategy they appeal to a much wider public than they would have if  they were just promoting 
right-wing topics. They often claim to be defenders of  freedom, although some of  their goals are the exact opposite of  that. It is also typical for 
these parties that they use populist rhetoric when talking about social issues.
The far-right organisations also appear in new forms such as NGOs, paramilitary organisations and free time groups. They have been known to 
use the method ‘Black Bloc’, which was developed by left-wing activists, to infiltrate subcultures so that we now have nazi hip-hop and rock’n’roll.
Unfortunately, we have seen a rise of  nationalism in mainstream politics as well. On the EU level, this is expressed through anti-refugee 
legislation. On the national level there are examples of  electoral gain to radical far-right parties, like in Austria and Serbia. In Italy populist 
politics dominate issues of  Roma people and in Cyprus there is ethnicity based policy making. There are examples of  deliberate misuse and 
misinterpretation of  the freedom of  speech with the sole aim to insult others. The success of  nationalist parties has to do with disillusionment 
with democracy and left-wing parties, especially in Central and Eastern Europe, but also with a weak or even non-existent social and political 
consensus against the far right.
The thematic working group suggested implementation of  laws against hate speech and racism, rising awareness in order to expose far-right 
hypocrisy, building strong relations with the media and local mobilisation in the fight against the far-right. The use of  electronic media, humour 
and peer-to-peer education was underlined as effective tools to reach young people.
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Accept your pAst, build your future!

In this thematic group, participants looked at the role of  history before and after conflicts and the dangers connected with it. History can be used 
as a cause for conflict, for example by justifying crimes and demanding ‘revenge’ for something that happened in the past, whether it actually 
happened or not. This evokes strong emotions and can easily lead to propaganda that creates an enemy. It also says that the end justifies 
the means – crimes committed in order to get revenge do not matter. Another way is through historical revisionism which denies some things 
that have happened in the past or changes them to fit the current agenda. The group defined historical revisionism as anything that changes 
history, even small details. On the other hand, common cultural practices and historical experiences could be a bridge between different groups 
of  people. Although it is difficult to accept some shameful acts from history, such as ethnic cleansing, genocide and war crimes, it is necessary 
in order to prevent them from happening again. The countries represented in the working group were Bulgaria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Denmark, Germany, Macedonia, Russia, Serbia and Ukraine, so there were many different perspectives on the subject.
The group suggested working on cross-border cooperation between NGOs as a means of  preventing polarising between different countries. 
The NGOs could work on joint information campaigns and collect and share personal testimonies. The group also stated that it was important 
to have equal punishment for equal crimes and that not only political leaders should be tried in courts. 
You can read more in the UNITED leaflet ‘History Interpretation as a Cause of  Conflicts in Europe’ - www.unitedagainstracism.org/pages/
thema01.htm

REFugEES, ASyluM SEEKERS ANd vulNERAblE gROupS
Refugees and asylum seekers are groups which are always present in UNITED’s work. At the conference, the network’s ongoing campaigns 
were presented and discussed, while a thematic working group talked about the asylum policies in different countries and the importance of  
empowering refugees and asylum seekers in regards to using the media. Another working group looked closer at the vulnerable group victims 
of  trafficking. Several participants at the conference were refugees themselves. One of  them shared his story in a moving refugee testimony.

uNiTEd CAMpAigNS

UNITED has two ongoing European campaigns for raising awareness about refugee and asylum issues. One of  them sheds light on the fatal 
consequences of  the EU policy of  exclusion and is called The Fatal Realities of  ‘Fortress Europe’. It is a list of  refugees and migrants who have 
died in their attempt of  entering the ‘Fortress’ or as a result of  Europe’s immigration policies. More than 11.000 deaths have been documented 
since 1993, since when UNITED began gathering this information. The newspaper clippings, which tell these stories, are usually very small and 
not many people notice them. That is why an artist once enlarged the pages of  the list of  deaths to posters that were put up on bus stops. That 
way, people really noticed the stories and were shocked to read about something that is usually just a small note in the paper.
The other campaign is the International Refugee Day on June 20th, which is marked each year by NGOs across Europe with local activities 
with and for refugees and asylum seekers. A campaign working group developed three suggestions for posters in this campaign, focusing on 
integration of  refugees, detention centres in countries around the EU and the desperation of  asylum seekers who fear deportation so much 
that they commit suicide.

NO WAy iN! NO WAy OuT!

The thematic working group looked at the asylum systems and living conditions for asylum seekers and refugees in the participants’ countries: 
Ireland, Norway, Poland, Italy, Ukraine, Montenegro. Asylum seekers’ and refugees’ situation differs quite a lot from country to country, but 
common to them all was that they are segregated from the rest of  the society. 
In Ireland, asylum seekers are spread out in the country and often live in centres isolated and segregated from the regular population. NGOs 
criticise the unsatisfying living conditions in the asylum centres and the very long time that asylum seekers spend there – up to 7 years. These 
circumstances result in psychological problems because of  the passivity (asylum seekers are not allowed to work), uncertainty and the loss 
of  confidence and self-esteem. The solution would be to introduce a time limit for the stay in these centres, define a set of  minimum living 
standards, allow asylum seekers to work and take language classes and train the staff  properly.
Also in Norway there are asylum seekers who spend a long time in the centres, which is psychologically deteriorating to them. Public opinion 
has a negative view on asylum seekers who are accused of  coming to Norway simply for economical reasons. However, recognised refugees 
are integrated and welcomed into the society.
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The working group also looked at an example of  good practice from Poland, which was a role play about a fleeing experience. In the role play, 
participants are grouped into ‘families’ and forced to flee their country. They experience having to run at a few minutes’ notice, being separated, 
trying to find lost family members, border crossing, filling in a document written in a foreign language and many other things that refugees 
experience. The purpose of  the role play is to make it as vivid as possible to the participants what a refugee goes through.
The working group recommended educating asylum seekers and refugees in how to use the media in order to inform the population and how 
to use them as their voice. That way, they can give a realistic image of  refugees and asylum seekers and use that opportunity to underline the 
contribution that they bring to their host societies. This would help getting their qualifications and knowledge recognised as well as combat 
stereotypes and racism.

REFugEE TESTiMONy

A young man from Eritrea with refugee status in Germany shared his story with the participants. His problem had not been how to flee from 
his native country, as he had been sent to work at Eritrea’s embassy in Germany. The problem was how to stay there. The first two years after 
applying for asylum, he had to stay in an asylum centre that was chosen by the authorities. During these two years he shared a room of  20 m2 
with five other asylum seekers who each had their own traumatising experience. “It was a big lesson in compromise”, he said, “...since I couldn’t 
even do something as simple as read a book late at night if  the others wanted the lights off.”
There were also other freedoms that were denied the asylum seekers, for example freedom of  movement, as the refugees had to stay close 
to the asylum centre. This reminded him of  the restrictions that Eritrean authorities posed on people. It was also quite degrading not to be able 
to earn his money and not to have anything to do. During his time in the asylum centre, he often thought that he had made a mistake when 
he decided to apply for asylum. Now he considers himself  as “one of  those lucky guys”, because he got a positive answer after two years. It 
felt like getting his life back. In light of  the many rejections given to asylum seekers, he feels that it was a miracle that he was allowed to stay. 
Things are much worse for those who are not granted asylum but are tolerated; they have no rights and no perspective, they just have to stay 
in the asylum centres and do nothing. For him, life has started again.

iNEquAliTy ANd vulNERAblE gROupS

This thematic group looked at the vulnerable group trafficking victims, who are typically women, children and people who live below the poverty 
line. Under the headline ‘Who shall we blame now?’ participants from Cyprus, Russian, Norway, Turkey, Luxembourg, Slovenia and Belgium 
discussed how these phenomena manifest in each country and what are the used practices. The group concluded that trafficking is a market 
situation – it happens because there is a demand. People fall victim to trafficking because of  their bad social situation, so there is need for more 
social equality – equal chances for all.
The group recommended following examples of  good practice: establishment of  a public phone number that citizens could use in order to 
report and stop trafficking, prevention programs for target groups, lobbying to politicians for an effective legislation against trafficking and cross-
border communication, both between authorities and NGOs.

RACiSM ANd SOCiOpHObiA
Racism isn not a never-changing constant; just like fascism it can change its form and targets. One of  the thematic working groups looked 
at this phenomenon and suggested strategies for dealing with it. Another working group developed and presented strategies for anti-racist 
campaigning while two examples of  best practice in anti-racist work in schools served as inspiration to the participants of  the conference.

NEW FACES OF RACiSM! NEW TARgET gROupS OF RACiSM

One of  the thematic working groups discussed new forms of  racism that we face today. Immigrants had always been a target of  racism, but their 
situation has gotten worse due to legislation that has made a fortress out of  Europe and that closes its borders to the outside world. This can be 
seen as a top-down legitimisation of  hostility towards immigrants, i.e. politicians set the standard of  what is acceptable with the laws they pass. 
Another new form of  racism is islamophobia that is most often expressed as blaming Muslims for all types of  problems. The challenge here is 
that many do not perceive islamophobia as racism since it is not directed at a skin colour but a religion. One can often hear phrases along the 
lines of  “We’re not racist – it’s just those Muslims.”
The working group’s participants from Moldova, Spain, Greece, Norway, Russia, Germany, Great-Britain, Serbia and The Netherlands noted 
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that racism today is covert rather than overt. Right-wing parties claim to embrace left-wing agenda and thus mask their hostility toward 
minorities with some positions much more acceptable to the citizens.
The conclusion of  the group was that the new faces of  racism were only new on the surface; in reality they are old faces wearing masks of  
positive language. This means that our strategies to combat racism are still valid as long as they too are sophisticated in their approach. We 
need to be vigilant of  these masks and know how to remove them and expose the underlying racism.
As tools in the fight against racism, the thematic working group suggested organising competitions, human libraries, movie nights with debates 
and training of  teachers and police officers. It is also recommended to monitor the media for discriminatory tendencies as well as to make use 
of  interactive media in order to mobilise the youth. 

uNiTEd CAMpAigN: 21 MARCH – EuROpEAN ACTiON WEEK AgAiNST RACiSM

There are a lot groups in Europe that fight against racism and when they decide to join their efforts in the same week, they can really draw 
the media’s attention. The European Action Week against Racism centred on March 21st is one such opportunity to join our forces. This is 
an ongoing campaign coordinated by UNITED and it highlights the issue of  racism from a non-governmental perspective on all levels – local, 
national, international in more than 35 countries. Every year many organisations use this European action week to spread the message against 
racism using free campaign material of  UNITED. 
On the last day of  the conference, a working group focused on 21 March campaign and developed some suggestions for it. One of  them 
was to make a UNITED declaration against racism. The participants of  the conference were encouraged to send in their suggestions for it by 
December 1st. The declaration could then be used in schools, universities, police stations, hospitals, clubs etc. The working group suggested 
that quotes from states’ constitutions or from famous people could be incorporated in it. The group also developed suggestions for a poster, a 
logo and a slogan to be used in the future campaigns.

ExAMplE OF gOOd pRACTiCE: ‘SHOW RACiSM THE REd CARd’ (gb)

In the UK there is a strong anti-racist legislation so there are not problems with the display of  racist symbols at football matches as we have 
seen in some other countries. However, the far-right has been on the rise for several years, which has led to racial tensions in the society. The 
right-wing parties have been gaining seats at city council level due to their strategy to present themselves with a new face acceptable to a 
broader public. 
‘Show Racism the Red Card’ is an organisation that works closely with football clubs and uses famous footballers as role models in the fight 
against racism both in sports and society. They campaign using posters, magazines, calendars, videos and education packs for schools, all 
of  which can be found at www.srtrc.org. Since it began its work in 1996, the organisation has grown big, has many patrons among famous 
footballers and has even had a ceremony at the residence of  the British Prime Minister. The campaign actively involves schools in anti-racist 
work through the annual school competitions that encourage children to enter anti-racist artwork, poetry, short stories or their own videos. 
Thanks to some local funding it has been possible to organise workshops for young people in the North East of  England and in 2007 they 
reached 11.564 young people. ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ also organises community festivals that celebrate shared cultural experiences and 
raise awareness about racism issues. The first patron of  the campaign and now honorary president of  the organisation, Shaka Hislop, has been 
in some very odd situations with racist remarks. Once he met a group of  young boys at a petrol station who insulted him for being black – until 
he turned around and they could see who he was. Then, suddenly, they changed completely and told him how he was their hero and asked him 
for his autograph. To him the incident made it clear how powerful sports are when it comes to reaching young people and how big of  an impact 
footballers have. That is why ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ works through sports.

ExAMplE OF gOOd pRACTiCE: ‘TEACHiNg AbOuT TOlERANCE iN SCHOOlS’ (d)

Another NGO that extends its anti-racist activities to schools is the ‘Network for Democracy and Courage’. It is an alliance of  youth associations, 
organisations and foundations and is active in Germany, France and Belgium. The network offers school project days entitled ‘Show Courage 
for Democracy’ on racism, discrimination and right-wing extremism. “We go to school voluntarily”, as they say.
Trained volunteers who are around the same age as the students themselves carry out the school project days. The concepts are standardised 
and revised annually with participation of  the volunteers who reflect every single project day in the frame of  a profound evaluation scheme. 
They focus on topics such as prejudices, migration, diversity, democracy, counteracting right-wing extremism etc. Opposite to dry school 
lessons, the volunteers actively involve the students, invite them to share their opinion and get creative with different methods. The target 
groups are teenagers who do not already have fixed extreme right-wing attitudes as well as teachers, social workers and multipliers. The aim 
is to empower students to act courageously whenever they are confronted with prejudices, discrimination and racism. The network is now 
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so successful that schools themselves approach the team leaders in order to arrange a project day. The team then works with the teachers 
and social workers on choosing the right concept from the catalogue and also on learning about the climate in the classes so the volunteers 
can prepare. This way, the ‘Network for Democracy and Courage’ counteracts the growing acceptance of  racism and xenophobia and raises 
awareness of  democratic processes and lives of  migrants and asylum seekers.                        You can read more at www.netzwerk-courage.de.

SOCiOpHObiA - CREATiNg THE ENEMy, FACiNg OuR FEARS

One of  the thematic working groups looked at mechanisms used to create an enemy. When people live in segregated communities it is much 
easier to create an image of  the ‘other’ as something to fear than if  they were integrated and had first-hand knowledge about each other. This 
is an important challenge as is common in all countries represented in the working groups (Russia, Norway, Great Britain, Hungary, Ukraine, 
Azerbaijan and Germany, that asylum seekers live isolated from the host population.
The working group focused a lot on how to wake up the passive majority. Strategies for formal education could be organising role plays in 
schools where children from the majority swap places with children from the minorities. Strategies for informal education involve ‘living libraries’, 
where books are people, peer-to-peer education and debate evenings.
The passive majority can also simply be a naïve majority who believes everything that the media says, so they need to be informed if  there are 
mistakes in the media. More importantly, they need to learn how to be critical about the media. It is important to keep in mind that the media 
thrives on conflict, which influences their coverage and the language they use. NGOs can influence the work of  the media by offering journalists 
training or by monitoring the use of  hate speech in the media and drawing the authorities’ and the citizens’ attention to it.

FROM WORdS TO ACTiON
This UNITED conference was also action oriented and among other things offered the participants a presentation about monitoring hate 
speech on the Internet and three mini-workshops in which they could acquire some practical skills for their work against racism and fascism. 
During the departure day of  the conference, on November 9th, the Night of  Broken Glass was commemorated with a street action in Belgrade 
by ‘Women in Black’ together with local NGO activists and about 30 conference participants who were still in town. Peace flags and signs with 
slogans were used such as “Women in Black for peace and human rights”, “Antifascism is our choice” and “Denial of  war crimes, genocide and 
holocaust is a crime”, referring to the local problem of  denial of  the genocide. in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

MONiTORiNg HATE SpEECH ON THE iNTERNET

A speaker from the organisation ‘People Against Racism’ presented some tools for combating hate speech online. The Internet is a platform 
where information flows more freely than anywhere else. Unfortunately, this also means that hate speech is easily posted online. Very offensive 
comments from anonymous users can often be seen in large newspapers’ forums, and in some cases hate speech is combated by disabling of  
anonymous commentaries. But the biggest problems when it comes to online hate speech are nazi sites and hooligan sites, which often serve 
as discussion boards for the extreme right. On such sites there are sometimes even hit lists of  antifa activists. There are also websites that post 
names and addresses of  NGOs such as Amnesty International and Roma organisations but also personal information and photographs of  
individuals. The aim of  these sites is to propagate violence against opponents but often authorities hesitate to shut them down. Many of  these 
sites are on servers based in the USA, where legislation is different and it is difficult to prosecute them. In such cases activists can contact 
the Anti-Defamation League (www.adl.org) and the International Network Against Cyberhate (www.inach.net). If  activists wish to prosecute a 
website, it is useful to know who its owner is. On the site http://whois.net it is possible to find this information by typing in the domain name, 
however the people who run nazi websites know this and use different techniques to mask themselves.

HOW TO RECOgNiSE ANd dEAl WiTH RACiST gRAFFiTi?

This practical workshop for anti-racism work was prepared by two activists from ‘Kulturbüro Sachsen’ from Germany and the ‘Youth Network 
Against Racism and Intolerance’ from Russia. Right-wing extremist codes and symbols are not always easy to recognise. Of  course we all 
know the swastika, but there are other signs with racist and xenophobic messages that are easy to overlook when you do not know their true 
meaning in the context they are used in. In the UNITED thematic leaflet no. 5 there are examples of  these signs and numbers, which often 
appear as graffiti or clothing brands such as ‘Consdaple’ (when a T-Shirt of  this brand is worn under an open jacket, the letters ‘nsdap’ can be 
seen, referring to the nazi party). There are different ways of  dealing with extremist graffiti. Depending on the level of  danger, individuals can 
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white wash the offensive graffiti themselves or take pictures of  them and send them to the authorities and the media, noting the meaning of  
the graffiti and the address where it was found. This was successfully done in Krasnodar in Russia, where the hate graffiti was removed within 
a month. NGOs can also invite construction companies to cooperate with them in removing hate smearings, because this can mean positive 
advertisement for the companies. A good example of  this is the cooperation between the Austrian NGO ‘ZARA’ and the construction company 
‘derbaumann’. Together they offer a ‘graffiti ambulance’ which removes the smearings for free. NGOs can also involve schools and graffiti artists 
by organising anti-racist graffiti contests.

HOW TO ORgANiSE AN ACTiviTy iN A publiC SpACE?

Activists from ‘Queeria Centre’ shared their experience with organising activities in a public space in this mini-workshop. An activity can take 
many forms. Apart from a traditional demonstration, it can also be a performance, a march, a poster campaign, graffiti and stencils, a projection 
on house walls, distribution of  info material or even stopping of  traffic, to name a few alternatives. To draw attention, participants in a public 
activity may use costumes, make-up, music instruments, banners, flags, balloons, microphones and megaphones. An interactive activity can 
attract even more people and it is always good to have some food and coffee or tea to offer to passers-by. Well-designed pictures that they 
may use can attract media. Public figures, sensations and scandals are also very interesting to the media. In some countries it might be difficult 
to get permission for an activity in a public space, and in this case activists may consider organising a ‘flash mob’ instead. A flash mob is a 
gathering that only lasts a few minutes and is organised by using the Internet, mobile text messages or word-of-mouth. Participants agree on 
showing up in a street or on a square at the same time and making a ‘flash’ street action, after which they quickly and quietly go their separate 
ways. Facebook has proven an efficient tool in organising flash mobs. Because they only last for a few minutes, no permission is needed. 
There is more information on how to organise an activity in the UNITED information leaflet no. 26 - www.unitedagainstracism.org/pages/info26.htm

HOW TO iNvOlvE MEdiA iN yOuR ACTiviTiES?

Another workshop facilitated by an activist from the ‘Association of  Recognised Refugees in Cyprus’ took a closer look at involving the media 
in one’s activities. In this workshop it was recommended to make a database of  journalists’ contact information and send them press releases 
before the activity. It is a good idea to work on a good relationship with journalists, for example by meeting with them personally, inviting them 
to join the organisation and trying to make it as easy as possible for them to write about the activity. This means offering media interesting 
graphics and pictures, explanations of  terms, background information, quotes and writing in their own language. The Internet is probably the 
most important platform for human rights activists, not least in countries with widespread censorship of  the press. That is why it is important to 
have a searchable website where people can access the information they are interested in. 

‘KRiSTAllNACHT’ STREET ACTiON iN bElgRAdE

On the departure day, on November 9th, the association ‘Women in Black Belgrade’ invited our participants to join the street action commemorating 
the Kristallnacht, the Night of  Broken Glass, which had occurred in Germany 70 years earlier. On that night countless synagogues were set 
on fire and Jewish owned shops demolished. Subsequently, November 9th was declared the International Day against Fascism and Anti-
Semitism, which is also one of  the ongoing campaigns of  UNITED. Every year the UNITED network organises and coordinates a European-
wide campaign International Day Against Fascism and Antisemitism to commemorate the past and to protest against contemporary forms of  
fascism and antisemitism. Thousands of  people participate in campaign activities such as educational workshops, concerts, demonstrations 
expressing their attitude against fascism and showing solidarity with the anti-racism movement in Europe. 
Although the street action had been planed to take place during the free afternoon, on 7th November, the activity was moved to 9th of  November 
because of  the local police giving priority to other demonstration of  a nationalist group. Every day at 17h there are rallies in support of  the war 
criminal Radovan Karadžić which take place on a central square, so the police said that they would not be able to guarantee the participants’ 
safety unless the street action was moved to another part of  the city. There was a lot of  trouble with the police, who even said that the 
nationalists’ rally would last from the morning until midnight. Sadly, the nationalists’ rally had first priority to the police. Although the street action 
was moved 2 days later, it was very successful, attracting the attention of  public and local media.
‘Women in Black Belgrade’ is a feminist, antimilitarist peace organisation that started its work in 1991. Since then, the NGO has organised 
hundreds of  street actions, published numerous books and constantly demanded truth about war crimes and a confrontation with the past. 
‘Women in Black Belgrade’ also started the ‘International Network of Women’s Solidarity against War / International Network of Women in Black’.

The street action took place in the main pedestrian street of  Belgrade. The protesters stood still in a long line holding peace flags and signs with 
slogans such as “Women in Black for peace and human rights”, “Antifascism is our choice” and “Denial of  war crimes, genocide and holocaust 
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is a crime”, referring to the local problem of  denial of  the genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The street action also got a lot of  media attention. 
Several of  the UNITED participants were interviewed for different Serbian TV stations, while others appeared in newspapers the next day.
During the protest a passer-by expressed his confusion over the antifascist signs, as he could not see their relevance to present day. He said 
that there was no fascism in Serbia today because it had been conquered in the Second World War. This very well illustrates the differences 
in understanding the same word not just across international borders but also within the same country. Many people understand fascism in a 
static way and none of  the current totalitarian ideologies are perceived as fascism. This also illustrates the difficulties of  anti-fascist movements 
when fighting a problem that is not even perceived as such among civil society.

OpEN FORuM ANd iNFORMAl ACTiviTiES
In the program of  the conference there was time for international evenings with snacks and music from the countries represented as well as 
networking and exchange of  info material by participating organisations. The participants also had a free afternoon in Belgrade followed by 
dinner in a restaurant with local cuisine. On the last day of  the conference there was free space in the program for participants to contribute 
with their own presentations and activities.

FilM AbOuT iSlAMOpHObiA

The organisation ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ has seen the rise of  islamophobia in the United Kingdom and has made a short educational 
video touching upon this topic. An activist from the organisation showed the video during the conference. It contains several stories about 
islamophobia told by those who have experienced it, including a volunteer for the organisation who was accused of  agreeing with terrorism 
because she was handing out anti-racist leaflets after the bombing attack in London. The video is used in educational activities in the UK and 
is offered as resource material for other NGOs. 

pOliTiCAl CAFé: ‘THE puTiN SySTEM’

Another film showed by participants during informal time in the conference was ‘The Putin System’, a documentary about Putin, his road to 
power and how he uses this power. According to the documentary, former Russian president Boris Yeltsin named Putin as successor to the 
presidency because he had successfully framed the general prosecutor who had pried into Yeltsin’s business affairs. Putin himself  is dreaming 
about a new Soviet empire, has turned against the oligarchy that supported him, and turned their wealth into state-run corporations designed 
to finance this dream. He has also re-ignited the war in Chechnya because of  these ideas. Since part of  the film did not have English subtitles, 
the French and Russian speaking participants at the conference joined to narrate it for the others.

CAll FOR ACTiON: SOlidARiTy WiTH THE RuSSiAN ANTiFA ACTiviSTS

While many of  the anti-racist, anti-fascist NGOs in Europe can work freely, this is not the case in Russia. Here they face very hard working 
conditions: they are much monitored, rules for publications are very strict and there are even cases where activists are killed. The police do 
not seem to care. Authorities openly work against the realisation of  minorities’ right – an example is the Gay Pride Parade in Moscow, which 
was forbidden by the Mayor of  the city. There are 50.000 active, violent neo-nazis in Russia and antifa activists are often assaulted at random. 
In light of  all this hardship and the danger that activists face on a daily basis in Russia, the participants were called to support in solidarity the 
Russian antifa movement. “Russia isn’t on another planet,” as one participant at the conference said: “It’s at our doorstep and we have good 
reason to be aware of  what is going on there.”

pARENTS AgAiNST dEpORTATiONS

A French activist told the participants about a network in France that prevents deportations of  school children and their families. The network 
is called RESF - ‘Réseau Education Sans Frontières’ / ‘Education Without Borders Network’. It consists of  parents, teachers and other citizens 
who join to support a family in danger of  deportation. They provide ‘godfathers’ to the family, one of  them always a high profile person from 
the community, and bring the media’s attention to the case. This method has proven very effective and most often the family is allowed to stay. 
The network was formed because French parents wanted to stop their children’s classmates from being deported. Now it has spread all over 
France and has very prominent supporters like the actress Emmanuelle Béart.
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The UNITED conference in Serbia is the result of  cooperation between many people and organisations. A big thank you goes to all the 
participants and their organisations for their input and hard work at the conference. The International Preparatory Group consisted of  activists 
from all over Europe who developed and carried out the program of  the conference:

Adam – QUEERIA Centre, Serbia
Boban – QUEERIA Centre, Serbia
Camelia – MTP Oradea, Romania
Irene – Anti-nazi Initiative, Greece
Ksenia – Civic Assistance Committee Refugees &Forced Migrants, Russia
Nevena – Ethnicity Research Center, Serbia
Paola – University of  Venice, Master on Immigration Programme, Italy
Tezeravorc – Afro-Asian Community of  Moldova
Willy – Association of  Recognized Refugees in Cyprus

The conference was hosted by Queeria – Centre for Promoting Nonviolence and Equality in cooperation with Ethnicity Research Center. 
Without their commitment and dedication in organising all the conditions for this conference to take place in Serbia, realising the event wouldn’t 
have been possible. We THANK YOU for investing resources, energy, attention and patience. 
The financial support was provided by the European Youth Foundation of  the Council of  Europe. 

Big thanks also to the tireless UNITED secretariat and volunteers who together with the IPG took care of  everything and made sure that the 
conference went smoothly. Their hard work made this conference and its outcomes possible!

Report edited by Amila Jašarević, SOS against Racism - Denmark

uNited is supported by:
more than more than 560 organisations from all European countries, many prominent individuals, private supporters and long-term volunteers from Aktion 
Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste and Ca’ Foscari University of  Venice. 
Since 1992 financial support was received from various sponsors such as: European Commission (General Budget/Socrates/Grundtvig/Youth Programme/DG 
Employment Social Affairs/ TACIS), Council of  Europe (European Youth Foundation/European Youth Centres), Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, World Council of  Church-
es, Olof  Palmes MinnesFond, Cultural Council Sweden, Ministry of  Education Slovenia, Green Group-, Socialist Group-, and GUE/NGL Group in the European 
Parliament, European Cultural Foundation, Stiftung West-Östliche Begegnung, Aktionsbündnis Gegen Gewalt, Rechtextremismus und Fremdenfeindlichkeit 
Brandenburg, Home Office UK, Ministry of  Interior-BZK NL, Federal Department of  Foreign Affairs CH, Ministry Foreign Affairs-BUZA NL, Vuurwerk Internet, 
Instituto Português da Juventude, National Integration Office Sweden, Service Nationale de la Jeunesse Luxembourg, LNU-Norwegian Youth Council, Europees 
Platform Grundtvig, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Youth Board of  Cyprus, Federal Social Insurance Office (Dep. for Youth Affairs) CH, Swiss Coordination Office of  
Youth for Europe, Federal Service for Combating Racism (Fund for Projects Against Racism) CH, Migros Kulturprozent CH, Comunidad de Madrid, Ministry of  
Youth and Sport of  Azerbaijan, Swedish National Board of  Youth Affairs, Final Frontiers Internet, Dijkman Offset and others.

The information contained herein does not necessarily reflect the 
position nor the opinion of  our sponsors. Sponsors are not to be 
held responsible for any use that may be made of  it.

UNITED publications can be freely re-used, translated and re-
distributed, provided the source: - www.unitedagainstracism.org 
-  is mentioned and a copy is sent to the UNITED Secretariat.

This publication is a supplement to the Calendar of  Internationalism
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Schiessgrabenstrasse 14
D-86150

Augsburg
49-821-9079919

49-821-9079911
info@

tuerantuer.de
www.tuerantuer.de

Turkish Cypriot Human Rights Foundation
KTIHV

3 Hasmet Gürkan 
CY-10

Nicosia-Mersin
90-392-2291748

90-392-2291746
info@

ktihv.org
www.ktihv.org

Union Nationale des Etudiant(e)s du Luxembourg
UNEL

Boîte Postale 324
L-2013

Luxembourg
info@

unel.lu
www.unel.lu

UNITED for Intercultural Action
UNITED

Postbus 413
NL-1000AK

Amsterdam
31-20-6834778

31-20-6834582
info@

unitedagainstracism.org
www.unitedagainstracism.org

United Societies of Balkans
USB

Alamanas 9; Agios Pavlos
GR-55438

Thessaloniki
30-2310-215629

30-2310-215629
unitesocietiesofbalkan@

yahoo.gr
Voice of Young Refugees in Europe

VYRE
Piperska 370/3

MNE-81000
Podgorica

vyre.net@
gmail.com

Volunteers' Centre of Vojvodina
VCV

Takovska 5
RS-21000

Novi Sad
381-21-549197

381-21-549197
vcvoffice@

gmail.com
www.volontiraj.org.yu

W
omen in Black - Zene u Crnom - Beograd

W
IB / ZUC

Jug Bogdanova 18/5
RS-11000

Beograd
381-11-2623225

381-11-2623225
zeneucrnom@

gmail.com
www.zeneucrnom.org

YouthAgainstAIDS - Jaunatne Pret AIDS
JPA

Blaumana Iela 5a-23
LV-1011

Riga
371-7216416

jpa@
jpa-aids.lv

www.jpa-aids.lv
Youth Fabric - Ungdoms fabrikken

Post Box 8741
N-0028

Oslo
post@

ungdomsfabrikken.no
www.ungdomsfabrikken.no

Youth Forum Bitola - Forum na Mladi-Bitola
Edvard Kardelj 11/9

MK-7000
Bitola

389-47-227600
389-47-227600

youthforumbitola@
gmail.com

www.youthforumbitola.org
Youth League for Intercultural Cooperation

YLIC
129/22Abbas Fatullayev Street

AZ-370000
Baku

994-12-4780053
994-12-4780053

licazerbaijan@
yahoo.com

Youth Network Against Racism and Intolerance
YNRI

PO Box 152
RUS-394000

Voronezh-Center
7-4732-545529

7-4732-545530
ynri@

hrworld.ru
www.ynri.hrworld.ru

Youth Office Municipality of Ljubljana
MOL

Resljeva 18
SI-1000

Ljubljana
386-1-3064042

386-1-3064012
program.mladina@

mladina.movit.si
www.ljubljana.si/mladi

UNITED for Intercultural Action • PB 413 • NL-1000 AK
Am

sterdam
 • phone +31-20-6834778 • fax +31-20-6834582 • info@

unitedagainstracism
.org • www.unitedagainstracism

.org
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UNITED Conference 'Europe Under Construction'
4-9 Novem

ber 2008 in Serbia

Organisation
Abbrev.

Street
Postcode

City
Telephone

Fax
E-m

ail
W

ebpage

AEGEE - Ass. des Etats Généraux des Etudian. de l'Europe
AEGEE

rue Nestor de Tière 15
B-1030

Bruxelles-Etterbeek
32-2-2452300

32-2-2456260
headoffice@

aegee.org
www.aegee.org

Afro-Asian Community of Moldova
COTAARM

Mateevici 109/1
MD-2012

Chisinau
373-22-281563

cotaarm@
yahoo.com

AIESEC - W
ageningen

AIESEC
LawickseAllee 13; Kamer 007

NL-6701AN
W

ageningen
31-317-422264

31-317-485722
wageningen@

aiesec.net
www.aiesec.org

Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste
ASF

Auguststrasse 80
D-10117

Berlin
49-30-28395184

49-30-28395135
asf@

asf-ev.de
www.asf-ev.de

Amnesty International - Ukrainian Association
AI-UA

Post Box 60
UA-01015

Kiev 15
380-44-484-16-34

380-44-4841634
office@

amnesty.org.ua
www.amnesty.org.ua

Anti-nazi Initiative
ANI

Chalkokondyli Street 35 
GR-10432

Athinai
30-210-5232553

30-210-5232553
info@

antinazi.gr
www.antinazi.gr

Ars Balcanica
AB

DimitrijaTucovica 146/16
RS-11000

Belgrade
381-11-2412370

381-11-32223191
arsbalcanica@

yahoo.com
Ass. for Solidarity with Asylum-seekers and Migrants

ASAM
Cinnah Cadde 27/7

TR-06680
Ankara

90-312-4275583
90-312-4275583

sgdd@
sgdd.org.tr

www.sgdd.org.tr
Association of Recognized Refugees in Cyprus / ENAR

ARRC/ENAR
48Arsenoes Street

CY-1010
Nicosia

357-22878181
357-22730679

Center for Interethnic Cooperation
CIC

PO Box 8
RUS-127055

Moskva
7-499-9731247

7-499-9726807
center@

interethnic.org
www.interethnic.org

Center for Peace Studies - Centar za Mirovne Studije
CMS

Nazorova 1
HR-10000

Zagreb
385-1-4820094

385-1-4820094
cms@

zamir.net
www.cms.hr

Centre for Migration, Identity and Rights Studies
CMIRS

32 Mehmet Akif Cad.
CY-

Famagusta
90-392-2271309

90-392-2289372
prologue@

kktc.net
www.koleligeson.com

Centre for the Study of Democracy
CSD

5Alexander Zhendov street
BG-1113

Sofia
359-2-9713000

359-2-9712233
csd@

online.bg
www.csd.bg

Centro de Estudios y Document. sobre Racismo y xenofobia
MUGAK

Peña y Goñi 13-1°
E-20002

Donostia-San Sebastian
34-94-3321811

34-94-3276982
mugak@

mugak.org
www.mugak.org

CivicAssistance Committee Refugees & Forced Migrants
CAC

Street Dolgorukovskaya 33; building 6
RUS-127006

Moskva
7-495-9735474

7-495-2515319
refugeeru@

yandex.ru
www.refugee.ru

Cyprus EU Association
KAB

145 Bedreddin Demirel Caddesi
CY-10

Nicosia
90-392-2280618

90-392-2273805
info@

cypruseu.org
www.cypruseu.org

Ethnicity Research Center
ERC

Petra Jovovica 8
RS-11080

Beograd
381-11-2638149

381-11-12638149
bgderc@

eunet.yu
www.ercbgd.org.rs

Helsinki Citizens' Assembly - International Secretariat
HCA/AEC

21 ter rue Voltaire
F-75011

Paris
33-1-43716212

33-1-43793209
cedetim@

reseau-ipam.org
www.cedetim.org

In Stage Organisation - Center for Interactive Art
ISO

Kralja Milana 10 
RS-11000

Beograd
381-112685783

instageorganization@
yahoo.com

www.instageorganization.org.yu
Initiative Regional Youth Council

IRYC
108;Tsar Simeon Veliki Street; Southern Entrance

BG- 6000
Stara Zagora

359-42-638413
359-42-638413

rms.iniciativa@
gmail.com

www.iniciativa-sz.com
Irish Refugee Council

IRC
Second Floor Ballast House; Aston Quay

IRL-
Dublin 2

353-1-7645854
353-1-6725927

info@
irishrefugeecouncil.ie

www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie
Kayad - Association of W

omen to Support Living
KAYAD

14 GunerTürkmen Sok. Akın Demira  2; Ap2 Kö klüçiftlikCY-10
Nicosia-Mersin

90-392-2270750
90-392-2284393

kayad@
kktc.net

www.kayadcommunitycenter.com
Kids in Action

Lagada 12
GR-54630

Thessaloniki
30-2310-552655

30-2310-552655
info@

kidsinaction.gr
www.kidsinaction.gr

Kulturbüro Sachsen - Mobiles Beratungsteam
MBT

Bautzner Strasse 45
D-01099

Dresden
49-351-2721490

49-351-56340898
buero@

kulturbuero-sachsen.de
www.kulturbuero-sachsen.de

Kurt Lewin Foundation
KLA

Váci 9
H-1052

Budapest
36-1-4110940

36-1-4110941
kla@

kla.hu
www.kla.hu

Master's on Immigration Ca' Foscari Universita' Venezia
Fondamenta Briati; Dorsoduro 2530

I-30123
Venezia

39-041-2346018
39-041-5246793

masterim@
unive.it

www.unive.it/masterim
Memorial-Human Rights Center / Migration & Law Netw.

HRC
Ul. Germana 25; Office N8

RUS-173003
Velikiy Novgorod

7-8162-738268
7-8162-738268

info@
memo.ru

www.memo.ru/eng/index.htm
Minority Rights Group International

MRGI
54 Commercial Street

GB-
London E1 6LT

44-20-74224200
44-20-74224201

minority.rights@
mrgmail.org

www.minorityrights.org
MiscareaTinerilor Pentru Pace Ass. MTP - Oradea

MTP
Street Cazaban 32; Bl. Q88; ap 4

RO-410276
Oradea

40-35-9409098
40-35-9-409098

mtp.oradea@
gmail.com

www.mtporadea.ro
Netzwerk für Demokratie und Courage

NDC
Schützenplatz 14

D-01099
Dresden

49-351-4810060
49-351-4810061

mail.an.ndc@
web.de

www.netzwerk-courage.de
No Border Project - Social Action Centre

No Border
Post Box 165-B

UA-01001
Kiev 1

380-44-3628934
380-44-4257775

grassroots.kyiv@
gmail.com

www.zaraz.org.ua
Norwegian People's Aid - Norsk Folkehjelp

NPA
PB 8844 Youngstorget - Storgt 33A

N-0028
Oslo

47-22037700
47-22200870

antirasisme@
npaid.org

www.antirasisme.no
PeopleAgainst Racism - Ludia Proti Rasizmu

LPR
PO Box 33

SK-820 04
Bratislava 24

421-2-16222
421-2-52962613

info@
rasizmus.sk

www.rasizmus.sk
People to People International 

PTPI
Schillerstrasse 59

D-10627
Berlin

49-30-88916433
49-30-88916434

europe@
ptpi.org

www.ptpe.org
Polish Humanitarian Org. Krakow - Polska Akcja Humanit.

PAH
ul. Szewska 4; I p

PL-31009
Krakow

48-12-4215771
48-12-4220819

krakow@
pah.org.pl

www.pah.org.pl



we believe that racism can only be combated by unity. since 1993, more than 
560 organisations from 46 European countries have joined to make Europe 
a better place - for all. we have to stand together, be united to support the 

anti-racist and anti-discrimination vision and to speak out against racism and the negative politi-
cal tendencies in Europe! with an authentic and living movement we can put antiracism into the 
mainstream of contemporary culture. Young people can and should be a part of the solution to the 
problem of racism. The movement can grow with their opinions and  their visions of the Europe 
they want to live in.

we stand for unity and hope, fascists spread division and fear. Our vision is one of 
peaceful co-existence and intercultural respect all over the world. Together we want 
to build a Europe of tolerance and solidarity, a Europe of respect and perspectives. 

Diversity is for us more than just living our lives next to each other. Intercultural understanding and 
cooperation is our goal.

The best way to stop racism is to get to know each other and to 
learn from common experience. Every organisation is an expert 
in its field and in its region, all sharing the same goals. strength-

ening these existing intercultural relations between civil societies, minority groups and political and 
economical actors is UNITED’s most important target. Diversity is a virtue, solidarity a duty.

It’s the variety and creativity that makes UNITED campaigns unique. by linking 
local and national actions, we can generate European-wide solidarity and pub-
licity. we can show that there is an enormous amount of people that believe in 

an intercultural open society.
European-wide campaigns against racism (21 march), in support of refugees (20 June) and against 
fascism and antisemitism (9 November) have been overwhelmingly successfully coordinated by 
UNITED for more than a decade.
UNITED also does effective lobby-work at the European level to make our voice heard. Raising aware-
ness in all fields of life - that’s the key to defeat racism!

FOR

INTERCULTURaL

aCTION

ThE EUROpEaN NETwORk
against nationalism, racism and fascism and in support of migrants and refugees

UNITED

haTE RaCIsm?   gET YOURsELF CONNECTED!

UNITED • postbus 413 • NL-1000 ak amsterdam • phone +31-20-6834778 • fax +31-20-6834582 • 
info@unitedagainstracism.org • www.unitedagainstracism.org •


