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15/05/06 | 1 Ese Elizabeth Alabi (29, woman) | Nigeria No medical treatment, got lower priority for heart transplant than GB citizens | BBC/Independent

Immigration: Mother consigned to certain death by harsh new rules
A young mother fell ill and died on a visit to Britain - an innocent victim of

the hysteria over so-called health tourism
By Maxine Frith, Social Affairs Correspondent
Published: 18 May 2006
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When Ese Elizabeth Alabi fell ill while on a trip to Britain and was told she urgently
needed a heart transplant, she comforted herself with the knowledge that she was in a
democratic country with an excellent healthcare system.

Instead, she was consigned to a certain death by draconian new rules brought in to
quell the hysteria over so-called health tourism and immigration.

Ms Alabi was denied the chance of a heart transplant simply on the grounds of her
nationality and died in hospital on Monday night at the age of 29, leaving three-
month-old twin boys and a two-year-old son. Desperate attempts to get a High Court
judge to overturn the rules were delayed as Ms Alabi was forced to fight a deportation
battle even as she lay dying in hospital.

She was diagnosed with dilated cardiomyopathy, which causes the heart to become
enlarged, and was told her only hope was a transplant.

But she was then told that the new rules meant that while British, EU citizens and
people from some other countries were put on a priority "group one" list for donor
hearts, she would only put on a lower, group two list. With about 100 people on the
group one list at any time and a shortage of organs, it meant she had no chance of
receiving the heart she needed.
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